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Turn out your light, Aruba’s delegation received with honors 
show support a t the villa Suramericano in Medellin 


ORANJESTAD - NCCC 
Aruba, would like to inform 
you on the following initiative 
from the World Wildlife Fund: 

In 2009 hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of people around the 
world showed their support by 
turning off their lights for one 
hour. Earth Hour 2010 will 
continue to be a global call to 
action to every individual, 
every business and every com¬ 
munity. 

A call to stand up, to show 
leadership and be responsible 
for our future. 

Pledge your support and 
turn off your lights for one 
hour, Earth Hour, tonight, 
March 27, at 8:30 p.m. 

For more information con¬ 


sult the following webpage: 
http://www.earthhour.org. 

NCCC (National Climate 
Change Commission) is a go¬ 
vernmental commission that 
will study economical impacts 
for Aruba with regards to fu¬ 
ture global climate change. 
The governmental departments 
that are involved are: The Me¬ 
teorological Service, The En¬ 
vironmental and Health 
Inspection Department, The 
Department of Agriculture, 
Husbandry and Fisheries, The 
Department of Finance, The 
Technical Inspection Depart¬ 
ment, The Department of In¬ 
frastructure and Spatial 
Planning, and the University of 
Aruba. 



President Uribe gives his support to the games 



The Aruban delegation at the welcome ceremony 



Nicole Hoevertzs with Co¬ 
lombian President Alvaro 
Uribe 


The ODESUR games is taking 
place in the City of eternal 
Spring - Medellin, with 15 
participating South American 
countries, among them Aruba 
as the smallest one. Even so, 
at the official entrance at the 
Villa Suramericano, the mayor 
of the Villa, Sergio Rodriguez, 
gave the Aruban delegation a 
warm welcome. During the of¬ 
ficial ceremony the Aruban 
Anthem was presented and the 
Aruban flag was raised by ath¬ 
lete Errol Brown, who is rep¬ 
resenting Aruba in bowling. 
This made the representatives 


of our country feel welcome in 
what is “their home during the 
games.” 

Welcome ceremonies is a 
tradition with all sport games, 
and represent the official ar¬ 
rival of a delegation of a coun¬ 
try. For the Aruba Olympic 
Committee, the delegation, 
comprising 28 participants in 
six different sports in the 
ODESUR Games, did not ar¬ 
rive at the same time. They ar¬ 
rived in different groups 
because in every sport it is 
only allowed to arrive four 
days before the competitions. 
This means that during the 
welcome ceremony only the 


bowling delegation was pres¬ 
ent, while the BMX team had 
already returned to Aruba. The 
delegation was accompanied 
by Minister of Sports dr. 
Richard Visser, IDEFRE Di¬ 
rector Mr. Jessy Beukenboom 
and the Aruba Olympic Com¬ 
mittee leaders, President Roy 
Mezas and Secretary General 
Nicole Hoevertsz. The Aruban 
delegation was under the su¬ 
pervision of mission leader 
Mrs. Juelle Thode, who over¬ 
saw all the organizing aspects 
to make their stay comfortable 
to be able to compete well. 


Continued on page 4 
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More.. 


www.business-aruba.com 


Map | Satellite | Terrain 
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Business Aruba Google Mappings Developments! 

We are the developers of the official Google Map of Aruba. 
We can insert your business information on the first layer 
of the official Google map! 

That will come up when someone searches “Ahiba" 

Get ahead with the official Google map for Real Estate, 
Online Bookings, Reservations, and.much more! 

Contact us for more information. 
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info@business-aruba.c 

+297-747-2277, +297-561-288^ 

L.G. Smith Blvd 160 , 5th Floor, Oranjestad, Aruba Dutch Caribbean 

©2010 Google - Map data ©2010 Lead Dog Consulting Euro pa Technologies - Terms of Use | ^ 


Secular challenger claims victory 
in Iraq election 



Former Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi speaks to his 
supporters after the full election results 


BAGHDAD (AP) - A jubi¬ 
lant Ayad Allawi claimed vic¬ 
tory for his secular, 
anti-Iranian coalition as final 
parliamentary returns Friday 
showed him edging out the 
bloc of Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki, who angrily vowed 
to fight the results. 

The results, if they stand, 
will give Allawi the first op¬ 
portunity to form a parlia¬ 
mentary majority and Iraq's 
next government. But they do 
not automatically mean that 
he will become prime minis¬ 
ter, and the narrow margin 
sets the stage for months of 
political wrangling. 

"On this occasion, I'd like 
to congratulate the Iraqi peo¬ 
ple and extend the hand of 
friendship to all neighboring 
and world countries," said 
Allawi, a secular Shiite 
politician and former prime 
minister who appealed across 
sectarian lines to minority 
Sunnis who have been out of 
power since the downfall of 
Saddam Hussein. 

In comments to cheering 
supporters at his Baghdad 
headquarters, he spoke of his 
desire to help build a stable 
region that would help 
"achieve prosperity for 


(Iraq's) people." 

Baghdad's Sunni neigh¬ 
borhoods, the site of vicious 
sectarian fighting just a few 
years ago, erupted in cheer¬ 
ing, honking of horns and 
celebratory gunfire in support 
of the man whom they have 
endorsed as their own. 

"Today is a historic and 
joyful day which will witness 
a change for the sake of Iraqi 
people," said Hameed 
Marouf, an Allawi supporter 
in Azamiyah. 

Regardless of who eventu¬ 
ally comes out on top, the re¬ 
sults of the March 7 elections 
suggest that millions of Iraqis 
are fed up with a political 
system that revolves around 
membership in one of the two 
major Islamic sects. 

They also show that Iraqis 
— both Shiite and Sunni — 
are suspicious of Iranian in¬ 
fluence. Allawi was widely 
seen as closer to the region's 
Arab governments than to 
neighboring Shiite Iran. 

The next prime minister 
will lead a government that 
presumably will be in power 
when the U.S. completes its 
scheduled troop withdrawal 
from Iraq next year. There has 
been fear among some in the 


West that a U.S. withdrawal 
would effectively leave Iraq 
as an Iranian puppet. 

Al-Maliki, the U.S. part¬ 
ner in Iraq for the past four 
years, announced in a nation¬ 
ally televised news confer¬ 
ence that he would not accept 
the results, which gave his 
bloc 89 seats to Allawi's 91 in 
Iraq's 325-seat parliament. 

Gesturing angrily, he said 
he would challenge the vote 
count through what he de¬ 
scribed as legal process. By 
law, he would have until 
Monday to register his com¬ 
plaints with the election com¬ 
mission. 

The news represents a 
spectacular turnaround for 
Allawi, a doctor who has 
spent much of his life in Lon¬ 
don as a leading member of 
the opposition to Saddam's 
regime. 

He served as the U.S.-ap¬ 
pointed prime minister in 
Iraq from 2004 to 2005. Dur¬ 
ing that time he won enemies 
for his backing of U.S. mili¬ 
tary campaigns in both the 
Sunni stronghold of Fallujah 
and the Shiite town of Najaf 
— although more recently, 
many have praised his stand 
as a sign of his willingness to 
deal harshly with militant 
groups. 

Allawi's path to a coalition 
government is anything but 
assured. He will face signifi¬ 
cant challenges finding allies 
who want to align with him. 

For starters, many of his 
Sunni backers are anathema to 
the country's Kurdish popula¬ 
tion, who are considered key 
to any coalition. The Kurds 
have often clashed with Sunni 
Arabs in disputed territories 
that the Kurds claim stretch¬ 
ing from the Syrian border to 
the Iranian border. 
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Her career rising, Palin 
now gives McCain a boost 



1 


Sarah Palin, left, talks at a 
campaign rally for Sen. 
John McCain, back, at the 
Pima County Fairgrounds 
in Tucson 

TUCSON, Ariz.(AP) - Sarah 
Palin lent her star power 
among fellow conservatives 
to former running mate John 
McCain in his tough Senate 
re-election campaign, telling 
a rally Friday that McCain 
pegged President Barack 
Obama right when he said the 
Democrat would swell the 
size of government. 

McCain is facing the hard¬ 
est election fight of his Sen¬ 
ate career as he fends off a 
Republican primary chal¬ 
lenge from the right. J.D. 
Hayworth, former congress¬ 
man and conservative talk 
radio host, says McCain is 
too moderate for Arizona Re¬ 
publicans. 

Palin, among the most 
popular figures with those ac¬ 
tivists, appeared with Mc¬ 
Cain for the first time since 
the pair lost the 2008 presi¬ 
dential election. 

"Everyone here support¬ 
ing John McCain, we are all 
part of that tea party move¬ 
ment," Palin told the rally. 

As the former Alaska gov¬ 
ernor and McCain took the 
stage, the crowd chanted, 
"Sarah, Sarah," not the name 
of the man who just a year 
and a half ago topped his 


party's ticket. 

Palin said McCain warned 
the country that Obama's 
policies would increase the 
size of government and the 
debt, and that the signing this 
week of a health overhaul 
law proves McCain right. 

She took heat this week 
when she released a list of 20 
U.S. House seats she said 
conservatives should try to 
win in the November elec¬ 
tions. The list, posted on her 
Facebook page, featured a 
U.S. map with circles and 
cross hairs over the 20 dis¬ 
tricts. She also sent a tweet 
saying, "Don’t Retreat, In¬ 
stead - RELOAD!" 

SKorean naval ship 
sinks near NKorea; 
40 missing 

SEOUL, South Korea - Word 
that a South Korean naval 
ship sank in the tense waters 
around the disputed maritime 
border with communist North 
Korea set off panic: The pres¬ 
ident convened an emergency 
meeting and the military dis¬ 
patched a fleet of ships. 

Five hours later, 58 sailors 
had been pulled to safety but 
some 40 others were missing, 
reports said. There was no in¬ 
dication early Saturday that 
North Korea was to blame for 
the ship's demise, but troops 
kept a vigilant watch. 

Seoul's panic attack — 
hours after North Korea's 
military threatened "unpre¬ 
dictable strikes" against the 
U.S. and South Korea — 
highlighted the fragility of 
peace on the divided Korean 
peninsula. 

The two Koreas remain 
locked in a state of war be¬ 
cause their three-year conflict 
ended in a truce, not a peace 
treaty, in 1953. 
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Fundraising event for the Clown 
Doctors at Paseo Herencia 


NOORD — Tonight, March 27, 
Paseo Herencia Shopping & 
Entertainment Center will be 
hosting a fundraising event or¬ 
ganized by local young artists 
to help raise money for the 
Clown Doctors. The Clown 
Doctors organization helps 
children in the hospital. 

The event will start at 7 
p.m. During the event Clown 
Doctors will be selling raffle 
tickets through out the plaza. 

There will be many prizes 
such as: de Palm Tours Cata¬ 
maran Sunset for two, Diesel 
Laptop Cases, Cinemas Tick¬ 
ets, Havana Nines Gift Certifi¬ 


cate, SETAR Cell Phone, New 
Balance pair of sneakers, 
Shorts, T-shirts, caps and bags. 

Paseo Herencia Shopping 
& Entertainment Center would 
like to invite everyone to come 
and give a helping hand to the 
Clown Doctors and also enjoy 
an evening with musical per¬ 
formances by our very own 
local artists. 

Stores at Paseo Herencia 
Shopping & Entertainment 
Center are open Monday - Sat¬ 
urday from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 5 p.m. - 
10 p.m. 
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* Our moldings will bring you the fresh new looks 

* Wood, Aluminum frames 


lamps ‘Toys & gifts 
‘Sanitary wear 

* Photo, poster, art, craft, document & oil painting ‘We accept projects order 

frames, Art framings for home, office & hotel ‘Infinity Glass Doors for Home, Commercial and office 

* Ready made frames and frame repair ‘Hardware 

Open: Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Non stop) ) 

Avenida Milo Croes ±7 C, Oranjestad. Tel-Fax: 588-7776 


Minister of Economics sees a positive development in 
production and service prices 


Reduction of B.B.O has had a positive effect on consumer spending during the month of January and February 



“This was the base of our vi¬ 
sion, to improve the buying 
power and on the long run, 
give incentive to the economy. 
The more money a family has 
at the end of the month, the 
more money is available to 
spend in our economy,” Minis¬ 
ter of Culture, Social Affairs 
and Economics Michelle Win- 
klaar-Hooyboer stated during a 
conference at the “Central Bu¬ 
reau van Statistiek (CBS)” - 
Department of Statistics. With 
a happy face the minister an¬ 
nounced that CBS, in analyz¬ 
ing this year’s prices so far, 
noticed a reduction in prices of 
many products and service be¬ 
cause of the reduction of the 
B.B.O. (turnaround tax) 

One thing that caught atten¬ 
tion was the shift in prices on 
products after the reduction of 
the B.B.O. in January. CBS is 
now controlling different su¬ 
permarkets and establishments 
selling products and services to 
the community. The products 
and services vary between 
food, clothing, health ex¬ 
penses, transport, dwelling, 
recreation and communication, 
thus products and services 
which affects the normal life of 
the community. 

CBS analyses figures of over 


5,000 thousand different prod¬ 
ucts and services every month, 
to gain an estimate of the infla¬ 
tion of our economy. This is 
done by a department consisting 
of four persons, but because of 
the importance of the matter, 
two more persons were added to 
help with the work. They ana¬ 
lyze figures made available by 
the public, and now it shows a 
reduction in prices of a large 
amount of products, especially 
the basic life necessities in our 
community. 

A total of 3,136 products 
were compared, to see if the 
prices raised, remained the 
same or were lowered. Nor¬ 
mally approximately 7%-8% 
of product prices go down or 
up and the majority (80%) 
stays the same. But by compar¬ 
ing December 2009 to January 
2010, a different picture pre¬ 
sented. After reducing the 
B.B.O. to 1.5%, more than 
1,600 products’ prices went 
down. This means that prices 
of 51% of the products ana¬ 
lyzed went down in one 
month, while prices that rose, 
stayed around 7%. In February 
also there was a drop in prices 
on 576 products. Products with 
a drop in prices are i.e. lettuce, 
toothpaste, toilet paper, bottled 



baby food, white sugar, pow¬ 
dered milk, some fruits and 
vegetables, and some fresh 
meat. 

During a press conference 
CBS presented some important 
figures to our economy and the 
economic situation in general. 
CBS explained that the depart¬ 
ment’s work is to ensure con¬ 
stant figures are available to 
analyze the development of our 
country. Those figures are very 
important to work on the future 
and to apply the new vision of 
the course of our country. 

“What I have noticed is that 
the prices of the basic life ne¬ 
cessities did not fluctuate very 
much as they are tied to a max¬ 
imum price. This maximum 
price was lowered in January 
because of the drop of the 
B.B.O. Many times a mer¬ 
chant has the tendency to keep 
the price tied to the maximum 
price given by the government. 
This is something that has to 
be analyzed to verify if this is 
the best way. But I think that 
we have to add a few more 
products to the basket of the 
basic life necessities, such as 
fruits and vegetables, to pro¬ 
mote a healthy eating habit,” 
Minister Winklaar-Hooyboer 
expressed. 


“With CBS’s announce¬ 
ment it is proven that the re¬ 
duction of the B.B.O. has had 
a positive impact on our econ¬ 
omy. The community’s buying 
power has improved. We are 
conscious that this is not 
enough, but still it is a start. 
Cabinet Eman has compro¬ 
mised itself to eliminate the 
B.B.O. by January 1, 2011. 
This again will have a tremen¬ 
dous impact on product 
prices,” the minister stated. 

Finally the minister encour¬ 
ages merchants to continue 
providing the community 
lower prices and affordable 


HARRISBURG, Pennsylva¬ 
nia— The father of Natalee 
Holloway, the Alabama teen 
who disappeared on Aruba in 
2005, says he doesn't think an 
underwater photograph shows 
his daughter's remains. 

Dave Holloway says he's 
sure the picture, taken by a 
Pennsylvania couple on vaca¬ 
tion last fall, is not Natalee, but 
rather, a natural formation. 


products. And she encourages 
the community to continue 
buying at the supermarkets and 
establishments round the is¬ 
land, so the CBS can be more 
critical when dealing with 
price issues. Everyone knows 
the government has lowered 
the B.B.O. to 1.5%, so if you 
do not notice a reduction in 
prices, then choose another es¬ 
tablishment that has lower its 
prices. At the end, it is not the 
government, but the people of 
Aruba who is leading our 
economy, by forcing establish¬ 
ments to lower their prices or 
lose clients. 


Holloway told CBS affiliate 
WHTP, "When I first looked 
at the picture, I too thought it 
was her. But the more I looked 
at it, I became convinced it 
was a rock formation." 

Holloway went on to say, "I 
know people mean well, and I 
would not want to discourage 
anyone from forwarding evi¬ 
dence because I could be 
wrong." 


Holloway's father thinks Aruba 
photo shows rocks, not daughter's 
remains; police seem to agree 
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Aruba delegation received with honors 
at the Villa Suramericano in Medellin 

continued from page 1 



World landmarks to go dark 
for Earth Hour tonight 


Nicole Hoeverts and Minister Visser with the Colombian Minister of Sports and President of 
the Colombian Olympic Committee. 


Errol Brown raisees the Aruban flag while 
Juelle Thode looks on 


Mayor of the Villa, Sergio Rodrigues gives 
a present to Juelle Thode. 


The opening ceremony was 
attended by many invited 
guests from different countries, 
but one person who stood out 
for his popularity was Colom¬ 
bian President Alvaro Uribe 
Velez. Some 40,000 voices 
chanted in chorus: “Uribe, 
Uribe, Uribe...,” clearly show¬ 


ing how popular the president 
is in his country. 

For the organizers the pres¬ 
ence of Uribe cleary demon¬ 
strates once more the support 
of the Colombian government 
for this sports events that 
brought together some 5,000 
participants of 15 South Amer¬ 


ican countries. Nicole Hoev- 
ertsz had the opportunity to 
personally meet President 
Uribe, and thanked him for his 
support for this sports event. 

Photos show moments of 
the opening ceremony and 
Nicole Hoevertsz with Colo- 
mian President Alvaro Uribe. 


SYDNEY, Australia- World- 
famous landmarks including 
the Pyramids, the Eiffel Tower 
and Beijing's Forbidden City 
will go dark tonight as mil¬ 
lions turn off the lights for 
"Earth Hour," a rolling grass¬ 
roots movement aimed at 
fighting climate change. 

Now in its fourth year, the 
event looks set to be the 
biggest yet with thousands of 
cities and towns in 125 coun¬ 
tries — 37 more than last year 
— pledging to take part in the 
aftermath of a failed climate 
summit last year. 

Despite December's frac¬ 
tious Copenhagen summit and 
recent controversy over cli¬ 
mate science, public opinion 
still hopes for meaningful ac¬ 
tion to avert catastrophic 
global warming, according to 
Earth Hour founder Andy Ri¬ 
dley. 

"There appears to be some 
fatigue to the politics around 
it... But people are far more 
motivated this year than they 
were last year," he said. 

Now run by the WWF, 
Earth Hour began in Sydney 
in 2007 when 2.2 million peo¬ 
ple switched off the lights in 
their homes, offices and busi¬ 
nesses for 60 minutes to make 
a point about electricity con¬ 
sumption and carbon pollu¬ 
tion. 

The campaign went global 
the following year, and 
tonight, more than 1,200 of 
the world's best-known sites 
will kill their lights at 8:30 
p.m. local time in what orga¬ 
nizers describe as a "24-hour 
wave of hope and action". 

A raft of multinational 
companies including Google, 
Coca-Cola, Hilton, McDon¬ 
alds, Canon, HSBC and IKEA 
have endorsed Earth Hour 
2010 and pledged to darken 
their offices worldwide in sup¬ 
port. 

Sydney's iconic Harbour 
Bridge and Opera House will 
help kick off the energy-sa¬ 
ving marathon, with Egypt's 
Pyramids and Sphinx, the 
Trevi Fountain and Tower of 
Pisa in Italy and all major 
landmarks in Paris to take 
part, led by a five-minute 
blackout of the Eiffel Tower. 

In London, Big Ben, the 
Houses of Parliament, St. 


An illuminated Eiffel 

Paul's Cathedral and the Lon¬ 
don Eye ferris wheel were 
among the tourist hotspots set 
to plunge into darkness, along 
with Manchester United's Old 
Trafford football ground. 

Some 30 US states and mu¬ 
nicipalities will mark Earth 
Hour with darkness falling on 
sites including Mount Rush- 
more, the Empire State Build¬ 
ing, the Golden Gate Bridge 
and Seattle's Space Needle. 

In Dubai the world's tallest 
skyscraper, the Burj Khalifa 
tower, will also dim its lights 
as will the high-priced office 
towers and five-star hotels 
strung along Hong Kong's 
famed harbour-front. 

Elsewhere in Asia, where 
3.3 million people have regis¬ 
tered to take part, the world's 
biggest observation wheel, the 
Singapore Flyer, will extin¬ 
guish its main lights, while of¬ 
ficial buildings will be blacked 
out in Seoul and Jakarta. 

Scores of cities in India 
were expected to take part, in¬ 
cluding the massive urban cen¬ 
ters of Delhi and Mumbai, 
while the country's thriving 
Bollywood film studios were 
to shut down for the hour. 

Japan's heritage-listed Hi¬ 
roshima Peace Memorial, one 
of few buildings to survive 
America's 1945 atomic bomb 
attack, will take part, while 
major companies including 
Sony, Sharp and Asahi were to 
switch off across Tokyo. 
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Caya Betico Croes 22, Aruba 
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Team Aruba achieves career- 
best qualifying effort in 
Houston; race rescheduled 



Team Aruba prepares for the next race. 


SAINT LOUIS, Missouri. - 
After enduring a long day of 
qualifying at Baytown’s Hous¬ 
ton Raceway Park, Trevor 
Eman and the Team Aruba 
crew achieved a career-best 
qualifying effort with an 
elapsed time (ET) of 4.090 at 
177.30mph in the fourth qua¬ 
lifying round at the 2010 
American Drag Racing League 
(ADRL) Universal Technical 
Institute Dragpalooza VI, pre¬ 
sented by Safety-Kleen. “We 
were making better and faster 
runs every time we made it to 
the starting line,” commented 
Eman, on the team’s perfor¬ 
mance. Team Aruba’s efforts 
placed the team in the #5 spot 
in the Extreme Pro Stock 
(XPS) category. 

IMG_7727.JPGFans excit¬ 
edly awaited the qualifying 
rounds of the 2010 ADRL 
Dragpalooza VI, only to miss 
out on the final elimination 
rounds as a discouraging storm 
front moved across Baytown, 
Texas. With impending rain 
and strong winds quickly ap¬ 
proaching, a final decision to 
reschedule the remaining qual¬ 
ifying and eliminations rounds 
was made for late July. 

Eman credits Team Aruba’s 
crew for their successful qual¬ 
ifiers. “Carl Baker, our crew 
chief, was making good calls 
and Tommy had the clutch 
completely under control. Ken 


had his hands on all the other 
’in-between round’ mainte¬ 
nance and Bobby was taking 
good care of everybody that 
came by our www.Aruba.com 
’free information booth' and 
the Autism Speaks donation 
box.” After Friday’s events, 
Team Aruba hosted a cook-out 
to celebrate Aruba’s National 
Anthem and Flag Day, featur¬ 
ing a variety of tasty foods in 
Texas-sized portions. “It isn’t 
often that the XPS teams get to 
spend time together at races, 
because races are usually so 
hectic,” Trevor mentions. “We 
were happy that a lot of ADRL 
officials and teams were able 
to take some time off and stop 

by” 

For now, fans will have to 
wait until July 23 rd to watch 
the remaining qualifying and 
event elimination rounds. 

Fans can tune into the Ver¬ 
sus Network for comprehen¬ 
sive race coverage of Team 
Aruba. Fans attending the 
event can now print free, on¬ 
line admission tickets at the 
ADRL website, www.adrl.us. 
Fans can visit Team Aruba’s 
website, www.teamaruba.com 
for exclusive photos, news up¬ 
dates, and behind the scenes 
footage. Fan can also follow 
Team Aruba on Facebook to 
view exclusive video, see up¬ 
coming events, and discuss 
Team Aruba with fellow fans. 


Rotaract Club of Aruba is ready for 
“Fiesta Rotaria 2010” 



On Sunday, March 28 the “Fi¬ 
esta Rotaria 2010” will take 
place on the premises in front 
of Talk of the Town. Rotaract 
Club of Aruba, once more will 
be there with its Aruban De¬ 
light stand, offering the com¬ 
munity different snacks and 
this year, they have a surprise. 
They are in full preparation for 
the day. 

Rotaract Club of Aruba is 
an organization for young pro¬ 
fessionals and advanced stu¬ 
dents. Rotaract Club of Aruba 
together with clubs of Bonaire, 
Curagao and Venezuela forms 
part of district 4370 of Rotary 
International. The Aruba club 
stands out for its high district 
level, receiving not only a 
prize for best service rendered 
to the community but also for 
best realized project together 
with other clubs. During the 
annual Fiesta Rotaria the club 
raised funds to finance projects 
during the year. The biggest 
project is Back to School dur¬ 
ing the July vacation and also 
some other small ones organ¬ 
ized during the year, i.e. for 
senior citizens and helping 
different other clubs with their 
activities. 

This season Rotaract Club 
of Aruba is promoting new 
memberships. Young profes¬ 
sionals or students with ad¬ 
vanced studies, between the 
age of 18 and 30 interested in 
working for the local and inter¬ 
national community, at the 
same time developing their 
personal and professional qual¬ 
ities and sharing friendshisp 
and camaraderie in a special 
way, are cordially invited to 
visit the club’s website 
www.rotaractclubaruba.org to 
get information about its con¬ 
tacts and activities. 

Rotaract Club of Aruba in¬ 
vites the general public to visit 
the Fiesta Rotaria and help the 
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community this Sunday. It 
starts at 10:00 a.m. The Club 
also wants to thank all organi¬ 
zations and volunteers who, in 


one way or the other, gave 
their contribution and support 
to make the Aruban Delight 
stand a reality. 
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Fast food makes us impatient, 
study suggests 



Can't wait an extra 30 sec¬ 
onds for your computer to 
boot up or an e-mail to get a 
response? Fast food could be 
partly to blame, a new study 
suggests. 

Over the last few decades 
fast food has become a multi¬ 
billion dollar industry that 
has widespread influence on 
what and how we eat, the re¬ 
searchers say. The original 
idea behind fast food was to 
increase efficiency, allowing 
people to quickly finish a 
meal so they can move on 
with the rest of their day. 

"Fast food represents a 
culture of time efficiency and 
instant gratification," said 
study researcher Chen-Bo 
Zhong of the University of 
Toronto, Rotman School of 
Management. "The problem 
is that the goal of saving time 
gets activated upon exposure 
to fast food regardless of 
whether time is a relevant 


factor in the context." 

For example, Zhong said, 
"Walking faster is time effi¬ 
cient when one is trying to 
make a meeting, but it's a 
sign of impatience when one 
is going for a stroll in the 
park." 

It's this general sense of 
haste, regardless of context, 
that the new research sug¬ 
gests fast food could pro¬ 
mote. 

In one experiment, the re¬ 
searchers flashed fast food 
symbols, such as the golden 
arch of McDonald's, on a 
computer screen for a few 
milliseconds, so quick that 
participants couldn't con¬ 
sciously identify what they 
saw. 

In a subsequent task, 
those who had been exposed 
to the symbols read faster 
than participants not exposed 
to fast food, even when there 
was no advantage to finish¬ 


ing sooner. In another study, 
participants who recalled a 
time when they ate at a food 
restaurant subsequently pre¬ 
ferred time-saving products, 
such as a two-in-one sham¬ 
poo, over regular products. 

A final experiment found 
people exposed to fast food 
logos exhibited greater reluc¬ 
tance for saving, choosing a 
smaller immediate payment 
rather than opting for a much 
larger delayed payment. 

"Fast food is one of many 
technologies that allow us to 
save time,"said study re¬ 
searcher Sanford DeVoe. 
"But the ironic thing is that 
by constantly reminding us 
of time efficiency, these tech¬ 
nologies can lead us to feel 
much more impatience." 

The result, DeVoe said is 
that leisure activities meant 
to be relaxing can become 
spoiled by impatience. 

The researchers point out 
that it's impossible to know 
whether fast food in part 
caused the value for time ef¬ 
ficiency in our culture or is 
merely a consequence of it. 
But they say the findings do 
suggest exposure to fast food 
reinforces an emphasis on 
impatience and instant grati¬ 
fication. 

"Given the role that finan¬ 
cial impatience played in the 
current economic crisis, we 
need to move beyond count¬ 
ing calories when we exam¬ 
ine the consequences of fast 
food as it is also influencing 
our everyday psychology and 
behavior in a wider set of do¬ 
mains than has been previ¬ 
ously thought," Zhong said. 

The study will be detailed 
in a forthcoming issue of the 
journal Psychological Sci¬ 
ence. 


James Cameron Says 3-D Coming to Mobile 
Devices Sans Glasses 


Las Vegas - 3-D will come to 
mobile faster than anyone has 
anticipated, and without the 
need for awkward glasses, 
Avatar director James 
Cameron told an audience 
today at the CTIA Wireless 
conference. 

When the screen is small 
as on mobile phones, viewers 
won't need the glasses any 
more to get 3-D. "It's the dif¬ 
ference between a multiple 
user screen and one for a sin¬ 
gle user. When the screen is 
small enough, you don't need 
the glasses," Cameron ex¬ 
plained. "The ... screen [on a 
cell phone] is oriented to you 


and you get perfect 3-D." 

Cameron made it sound 
simple. "What you want to do 
is move the HD pictures 
around, cut it in half and com¬ 
bine it to make 3-D," he said. 

Cameron said he was sur¬ 
prised by this year's release of 
3-D TVs. He expected a tran¬ 
sition period when 3-D con¬ 
tent would be broadcast in 
theaters, but 3-D TV manu¬ 
facturers - including Pana¬ 
sonic, Samsung and Sony - 
"jumped that hurdle" and 
brought 3-D TVs to retail be¬ 
ginning last month. 

He said he will not under¬ 
estimate how quickly 3-D 


technology takes hold and 
has a start-up company un¬ 
derway to produce branded 
3-D content for television. 
The company will provide a 
complete solution for 3-D en¬ 
tertainment, including pro¬ 
viding the necessary 
equipment and training. 

Despite the availability of 
3-D TVs, there is still a content 
gap, according to Cameron. 

He predicts "the smaller 
innovators will scoop the big 
studios" to close the gap, and 
sent a clear message to app 
developers in the audience to 
begin development of 3-D 
apps for mobile. 



Need help with Passover? 
There's an app for that 


Preparing for Passover? 
There's an app for that. Sev¬ 
eral, actually. 

Jewish technophiles have 
created a host of online and 
iPhone applications that put a 
modern spin on the tradi¬ 
tional Seder meals, story¬ 
telling and singing associated 
with the weeklong celebra¬ 
tion of the biblical exodus 
from Egypt. 

To help Jews stock their 
pantries with kosher for 
Passover foods, which cannot 
contain yeast, a new iPhone 
app called My Grocery Mas¬ 
ter searches supermarket in¬ 
ventories by zip code. The 
program debuted to mixed re¬ 
views over its $4.99 annual 
fee and selection limitations, 
but improvements have been 
made in response to user 
feedback. 

"We will continually be 
updating our database with 
new products and tailoring 
the application for more diet 
types," said Steven M. Fried¬ 
man, MyGroceryMaster.com 
president, whose program 
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can also find groceries that 
are vegan, organic, gluten- 
and lactose-free. 

The iMah Nishtanah app 
helps users ask the ceremo¬ 
nial four questions in perfect 
Hebrew, with a record mode 
that lets them rehearse the 
readings and songs before 
going public at the Seder. 

"Mobile devices are a per¬ 
fect platform for language ac¬ 
quisition," said Jeremy 
Poisson of Behrman House, a 
publishing house that helped 
develop this and other He¬ 
brew programs. "The mobil¬ 
ity allows users to learn, play, 
or practice anywhere." Even 
the plagues have gone viral, 
thanks to a group of rabbis 
using Twitter to tell the 
Passover story through mes¬ 
sages from characters such as 
God—of—Israel, Slavedrivers, 
and PharoahofEgypt, with di¬ 
alogue and links tailored for 
the program's 140-character 
limit. 

More than 1,100 followers 
have signed up to receive 
"Tweet the Exodus" updates, 
which will culminate with the 
crossing of the Red Sea on 
Monday, just before the first 
Passover meal begins. 

After seeing the Nile's 
water turn to blood, the skies 
rain down frogs, lice and flies, 
and their cattle drop dead, cit- 
izensofegypt responded to the 
ancient plague of "unhealable 
boils" with a sly nod to current 
events: "Our skin is boiling; 
turn up the AC! Oh no, that's 
not helping... If only Pharoah 
provided universal health care. 
.." For more information, visit 
www. twitter, com/ tweettheex- 
odus. 
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Experts: One-third of breast cancer is 
avoidable 



BARCELONA, Spain (AP)- 
Up to a third of breast cancer 
cases in Western countries 
could be avoided if women 
ate less and exercised more, 
researchers at a breast cancer 
conference said this week — 
comments that could ignite 
heated discussions among 
victims and advocates. 

While better treatments, 
early diagnosis and mammo¬ 
gram screenings have dra¬ 
matically slowed the disease, 
experts said the focus should 
now shift to changing behav¬ 
iors like diet and physical ac¬ 
tivity. 

’’What can be achieved 
with screening has been 
achieved. We can't do much 
more," Carlo La Vecchia, 
head of epidemiology at the 
University of Milan, told The 
Associated Press. "It's time to 
move onto other things." 

La Vecchia spoke Thurs¬ 
day on the influence of 
lifestyle factors at a European 
breast cancer conference in 
Barcelona. 

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in women. In 
Europe, there were about 
421,000 new cases and nearly 
90,000 deaths in 2008, the 
latest available figures. The 
United States last year saw 
more than 190,000 new cases 
and 40,000 deaths. A 
woman's lifetime chance of 
getting breast cancer is about 
one in eight. 


Many breast cancers are 
fueled by estrogen, a hor¬ 
mone produced in fat tissue. 
So experts suspect that the 
fatter a woman is, the more 
estrogen she's likely to pro¬ 
duce, which could in turn 
spark breast cancer. Even in 
slim women, exercise can 
help reduce the cancer risk by 
converting more of the body's 
fat into muscle. 

Any discussion of weight 
and breast cancer is a politi¬ 
cally sensitive topic, for some 
may misconstrue that as the 
medical establishment blam¬ 
ing victims for getting breast 
cancer. Victims themselves 
could also feel guilty, won¬ 
dering just how much a factor 
weight played in their getting 
the disease. 

Ian Manley, a spokesman 
for Breast Cancer Care, a 
British charity, said his 
agency has always been very 
careful about issuing similar 
lifestyle advice. 

"We would never want 
women to feel responsible for 
their breast cancer," he said. 
"It's a complex disease and 
there are so many factors re¬ 
sponsible that it's difficult to 
blame it on one specific 
issue." 

La Vecchia cited figures 
from the International 
Agency for Research on Can¬ 
cer, which estimated that 25 
to 30 percent of breast cancer 
cases could be avoided if 
women were thinner and ex¬ 
ercised more. 

That means staying slim 
and never becoming over¬ 
weight in the first place. 
Robert Baan, an IARC can¬ 
cer expert, said it wasn't clear 
if women who lose weight 
have a lower cancer risk or if 
the damage was already done 
from when they were heavy. 

Drinking less alcohol 
could also help. Experts esti¬ 
mate that having more than a 
couple of drinks a day can 
boost a woman's risk of get¬ 


ting breast cancer by four to 
10 percent. 

After studies several years 
ago linked hormone replace¬ 
ment therapy to cancer, mil¬ 
lions of women abandoned 
the treatment, leading to a 
sharp drop in breast cancer 
rates. Experts said a similar 
reduction might be seen if 
women ate better — consum¬ 
ing less fat and more vegeta¬ 
bles — and exercised more. 

Michelle Holmes, a cancer 
expert at Harvard University, 
said changing things like diet 
and nutrition is arguably eas¬ 
ier than tackling other breast 
cancer risk factors. 

"Women who have early 
pregnancies are protected 
against breast cancer, but 
teenage pregnancy is a social 
disaster so it's not something 
we want to encourage," she 
said in a phone interview 
from Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts. "But there's no down¬ 
side to reducing obesity and 
increasing physical activity." 

She also said people may 
mistakenly think their 
chances of getting cancer are 
more dependent on their 
genes than their lifestyle. 

"The genes have been 
there for thousands of years, 
but if cancer rates are chang¬ 
ing in a lifetime, that doesn't 
have much to do with genes," 
she said. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, 
breast cancer rates steadily 
increased, in parallel with the 
rise in obesity and the use of 
hormone replacement ther¬ 
apy, which involves estrogen. 

La Vecchia said countries 
like Italy and France — 
where obesity rates have 
been stable for the past two 
decades — show that weight 
can be controlled at a popula¬ 
tion level. 

"It's hard to lose weight, 
but it's not impossible," he 
said. "The potential benefit of 
preventing cancer is worth 
it." 


Botox approved for spasticity in stroke victims 


Botox (onabotulinumtoxin A) 
has been approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration to treat spasms 
(spasticity) in the flexor mus¬ 
cles of the elbow, wrist and 
fingers in adults who have 
had a stroke, the agency said 
Tuesday in a news release. 

Spasticity is a common af¬ 
tereffect of stroke, and can 
make performing daily activ¬ 
ities difficult. 

Botox temporarily stops the 


connection between nerves 
and muscles, ending spasms in 
affected muscles, the agency 
said. Adverse reactions to 
Botox may include nausea, fa¬ 
tigue, bronchitis, muscle 
weakness and limb pain. 

Botox has a boxed label 
warning that because the 
drug is produced from the 
same bacterium that causes 
botulism, the toxic substance 
has the potential to spread be¬ 
yond the intended area and 


cause symptoms similar to 
those of botulism. These may 
include life-threatening prob¬ 
lems with breathing and 
swallowing. 

Botox hasn't been proven 
effective in treating similar 
problems in other upper-limb 
muscles, the agency warned, 
and isn't meant to substitute 
for physical therapy. 

The drug is produced by 
California-based Allergan 
Inc. 
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Heavy daily drinking linked 
to worse health 




Heavy drinkers take worse 
care of themselves than other 
people, but moderate drinkers 
actually appear to be health¬ 
ier than those who don't im¬ 
bibe, researchers have found. 

"The main finding here is 
that risky drinkers also en¬ 
gage in other behaviors — 
such as relieving stress with 
alcohol and cigarettes, not 
wearing seatbelts, unhealthy 
eating and not regularly see¬ 
ing their doctors — that put 
their health at risk," study au¬ 
thor Carla Green, a senior in¬ 
vestigator at the Kaiser 
Permanente Center for 
Health Research, said in a 
news release. 


Tip: Help Heal 
Your Ulcer 


An ulcer is a sore that 
usually forms in the stom¬ 
ach, esophagus or intes¬ 
tines. 

Most ulcers are caused 
by a bacterial infection, but 
acids in the stomach can 
contribute to them, making 
ulcers more painful. 

The American Academy 
of Family Physicians sug¬ 
gests how to help an ulcer 
heal: 

* Don't smoke. 

* Avoid taking anti-in¬ 
flammatory medications, 
such as ibuprofen or as¬ 
pirin. 

* Avoid caffeinated 
foods and beverages, and 
alcohol. 

* If spicy foods give 
you heartburn, stay away 
from them. 

* Avoid foods or drinks 
that cause you pain or dis¬ 
comfort. 


"Physicians should not 
only be concerned about pa¬ 
tients' heavy drinking, but 
also these other health-related 
practices," Green added. 

The researchers surveyed 
7,884 patients in Oregon and 
Washington between 2002 
and 2003, and defined risky 
drinkers as those who drank 
an average of three or more 
drinks a day, women who 
consumed four or more drinks 
or men who consumed five or 
more drinks in one sitting, or 
those who met other criteria. 

"Our study found that men 
and women who drank the 
most had less collaborative 
relationships with their doc¬ 
tors and were more likely to 
dislike going to the doctor. 
They were also less confident 
they could change their own 
health-related practices and 
more likely to think health is 
a matter of good fortune," 
Green said. 

However, the study also 
linked moderate drinking — 
drinking one to three drinks 
daily — to better health, even 
better than abstainers and 
light drinkers. 

"Even after taking these 
other health-related attitudes 
and practices into account, 
there was still a small but inde¬ 
pendent relationship between 
moderate drinking and better 
self-assessed health," Michael 
Polen, study co-investigator, 
said in the news release. 

"Previous research has 
linked moderate alcohol 
drinking with cardiovascular 
benefits, so that might be the 
underlying reason moderate 
drinkers report better health. 
It's also possible that there are 
additional factors we didn't 
measure that account for this 
positive relationship." 
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Prince ordered to pay Irish 
promoter $3 million 

Kelly said Friday his 
order was specifically against 
Prince, not his agents from 
the William Morris agency, 
who were absolved of liabil¬ 
ity. Prince's lawyer Paul 
Sreenan consented to the 
order. 

MCD lawyer Maurice 
Collins said he might seek to 
pursue Prince using a more 
powerful European Enforce¬ 
ment Order if the performer 
didn't pay up soon. 

MCD, Ireland's biggest 
concert organizers, said it 
had paid Prince half of his de¬ 
manded $3 million fee up 
front, another $950,000 to 
book Croke Park for the night, 
advertised the concert aggres¬ 
sively and refunded all 55,000 
tickets. 

During last month's court 
hearing, William Morris agent 
Marc Geiger testified that he 
rarely spoke to Prince directly 
and found him one of his 
toughest clients to understand 
or nail down. 

Geiger said he told Prince 
of the fury that the singer was 
causing MCD owner Denis 
Desmond during a rare face-to- 
face meeting in Los Angeles 
on June 3, 2008. He quoted 
Prince as replying, "Tell the cat 
to chill. We will work some¬ 
thing out." 



DUBLIN -A Dublin judge or¬ 
dered U.S. pop singer Prince to 
pay $2.95 million to Irish con¬ 
cert promoters Friday for can¬ 
celing a 2008 concert at the last 
minute. 

High Court Justice Peter 
Kelly said he was making the 
total damages public because 
Prince has yet to pay anything 
to Dublin promoters MCD 
Productions Ltd. in their confi¬ 
dential settlement reached Feb. 
26. 

Kelly ruled that Prince had 
committed to perform in 
Dublin's 82,300-seat Croke 
Park in June 2008, but with¬ 
drew without explanation just 
days beforehand, after 55,000 
tickets were sold. The 51-year- 
old Prince did not testify at last 
month's hearing. 


China overtakes U.S. in green 
investments 


Passover 2010 begins at sun¬ 
down on Monday, March 29, 
and ends at nightfall on mon- 
day April 5. Passover lasts for 
seven days in Israel and eight 
days in the rest of the world 
(seven days for Reform 
Jews). 

Jewish tradition encour¬ 
ages the faithful to begin elu¬ 
cidating Passover-related 
laws 30 days before the start 
of the festival. For one thing, 
the religious dos and don'ts 
are very detailed. Moreover, 
the conceptual significance of 
this holiday is central to the 
understanding of Judaism. 

Passover (Pesach in He¬ 
brew) commemorates the 
formative experience of the 
Jewish people: their transfor¬ 
mation from scattered tribes 
indentured in Egypt to a na¬ 
tion on the road to redemp¬ 
tion. The Bible relates in the 
Book of Exodus that after 
hundreds of years of slavery, 
God smote the hardhearted 
dictator Pharaoh with Ten 
Plagues until he finally ac¬ 
ceded to the demand relayed 
by Moses: Let My people go 
that they may serve Me! (Ex¬ 
odus 7:16) 

As the Israelites hastily 
prepared for their precipitous 
flight from Egypt, they had 
no time to allow their bread 
to rise. Instead they baked 
matza, a flat, yeastless 
cracker of flour and water. 

At the last minute, 
Pharaoh changed his mind 
and gave chase; God parted 
the Red Sea, allowing the Is¬ 
raelites to pass through on 
miraculously dry land while 
causing the pursuing Egyp¬ 
tians, along with their horses 
and chariots, to drown in the 
briny deep. 

How to prepare for 
Passover: 

•Rid yourself of chametz, 
or leavened products. Forbid¬ 


den foodstuffs include bread, 
cake, crackers, pasta, beer 
and whiskey. For devout 
Jews, pre-Passover cleaning 
is spring cleaning on steroids 
as they relentlessly expunge 
both bread crumbs and 
specks of dirt from their 
homes. 

•Menu planning: substi¬ 
tute matza for bread, use po¬ 
tato flour instead of wheat 
flour, and for alcoholic re¬ 
freshment stick to wine or 
brandy. 

•The night before Pass- 
over begins, go through your 
home with a candle to seek 
out unnoticed bits of leftover 
chametz. The next morning, 
bum them. 

•This removal of chametz 
can be understood on a 
metaphorical level as well; 
one can perform an intro¬ 
spective examination and 
root out such unwanted traits 
as pride and vanity (symbol¬ 
ized by yeast, the leavening 
agent which puffs up 
chametz). 

The seder: 

On the first night of 
Passover (the first two nights, 
outside of Israel), a ceremo¬ 
nial meal called a seder is 
held, usually in the company 
of family and friends. The 
seder, replete with symbol¬ 
ism, revolves around bring¬ 
ing the Exodus story to life. 
The central axis is the ques¬ 
tion, "Why is this night dif¬ 
ferent from all other nights?" 
Various forms of that ques¬ 
tion, as well as all others, are 
encouraged. 

At the seder, while the 
participants recline on pil¬ 
lows, the Haggada, which re¬ 
counts the story of the 
Exodus, is read, and various 
food items that recall slavery 
and/or freedom are con¬ 
sumed. These include matza; 
maror (bitter herbs); charoset, 


a sweet brownish mixture 
usually made of apples and 
nuts that represents the mor¬ 
tar the slaves used to build 
bricks; and karpas vegetables 
dipped into salt water, which 
represents tears. Four cups of 
wine are drunk at specified 
points in the ritual, and a fifth 
cup is poured for the prophet 
Elijah, who, according to tra¬ 
dition, visits every seder 
table. A roasted piece of meat 
symbolizing the discontinued 
Paschal sacrifice is present 
but, ever since the destmction 
of the Temple, is not eaten. 

The other six days: 

The Biblical Song of 
Songs is read during syna¬ 
gogue services on the Satur¬ 
day that falls during Passover 
(the second if there is more 
than one). On the final night 
of Passover, some Hassidic 
Jews and others recall the 
splitting of the Red Sea — 
which, according to tradition, 
happened on that day — by 
gathering to sing songs of 
praise to God, with a bowl of 
water on the table before 
them. Chabad Jews dedicate 
a special meal on this day to 
the Messiah, complete with 
another four cups of wine. 

Cashier gets 
kidney from 
customer 

CHICAGO - A single sub¬ 
urban Chicago mom is re¬ 
ceiving a kidney from a 
man she met while check¬ 
ing out his groceries at the 
supermarket where she 
worked, doctors say. 

Dan Coyne asked Myra 
dela Vega, 49, whether she 
would consider him a 
donor after dela Vega told 
him she was starting dialy¬ 
sis for kidney failure, the 
Chicago Tribune reported 
Friday. 

Coyne, an elementary 
school social worker, 
handed dela Vega a card 
last month telling her of his 
decision to donate one of 
kidneys to her. 

Dela Vega had hoped her 
sister from the Philippines 
would be her live donor but 
when her sister couldn't, 
Coyne stepped up. 

Coyne's wife, Emily, 
said at first she had reser¬ 
vations about the donation 
but after learning how im¬ 
portant it was to her hus¬ 
band, she gave in. 

Coyne and dela Vega 
went to Northwestern Me¬ 
morial Hospital Friday for 
the five-hour procedure. 


WASHINGTON — China in 
2009 for the first time led the 
world in clean energy invest¬ 
ments, with Britain jumping up 
to the No. 3 spot. 

China spent a staggering 
$34.6 billion in clean energy 
over the past year, almost dou¬ 
ble the United States' $ 18.6 bil¬ 
lion, a study by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts said. 

With $11.2 billion spent, 
Britain surprisingly claims the 
No. 3 spot, followed by Spain 
and Brazil. South Korea im¬ 
pressed with a 250 percent 
growth of installed capacity. 

Overall, global investments 
in the sector more than dou¬ 
bled since 2005 and are pro¬ 
jected to reach $200 billion in 
2010. 

"Countries are jockeying 


for leadership," said Phyllis 
Cuttino, who heads Pew's cli¬ 
mate change division. "They 
know that investing in clean 
energy can renew manufactur¬ 
ing bases, and create export 
opportunities, jobs and busi¬ 
nesses." 

Countries with strong green 
policies — including feed-in¬ 
tariffs, carbon markets, priority 
loans for renewable energy 
projects and mandated clean 
energy targets - such as China, 
Brazil, Spain, Britain and Ger¬ 
many, have the most robust 
clean energy sectors as a per¬ 
centage of their economies, the 
Pew researchers write. Coun¬ 
tries without such policy 
frameworks, including the 
United States, Japan and Aus¬ 
tralia, lag behind. 
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New spacecraft discovers 
hundreds of asteroids ... 
every day 


Prepare yourselves for Salahi, Inc. 


Hundreds of asteroids that 
have been lurking undetected 
in our solar system are being 
discovered every day by 
NASA’s newest space tele¬ 
scope, scientists say. 

The Wide-field Infrared 
Survey Explorer (WISE) tele¬ 
scope was designed to search 
for "dark" objects in space, 
such as brown dwarf stars, vast 
dust clouds, and yes, asteroids. 

Many of the asteroids 
WISE is spotting are darker as¬ 
teroids that were likely missed 
by past surveys conducted by 
visible light telescopes. 

"Our instrument is finding 
hundreds of asteroids every 
day that were never detected 
before," said Ned Wright, prin¬ 
cipal investigator for WISE 
and a physicist at the Univer¬ 
sity of California in Los Ange¬ 
les. "WISE is very good at this 
kind of work." 

Finding these lurking aste¬ 
roids could be important if any 
of them are on an orbit that 
sends them close to Earth. 
Most of the asteroids seen by 
WISE are in the main asteroid 
belt between Mars and Jupiter, 


but a fraction of them are 
Earth-approaching asteroids 
— the kind that could wipe out 
much of life on the planet if 
they collided with it, as is 
thought to have happened to 
the dinosaurs. 

"WISE has only been in 
orbit for about three months, 
but we’ve already found a 
handful of asteroids classified 
as ‘potentially hazardous,’ in¬ 
cluding one seen in 1996 but 
lost until re-observed by 
WISE," Wright said. Poten¬ 
tially hazardous asteroids are 
those that pass within about 5 
million miles (8 million kilo¬ 
meters) of Earth's orbit. 

One of WISE's asteroid dis¬ 
coveries will cross Earth's orbit 
less than 700,000 miles (1.1 
million km) away, Wright said. 
That's about three times the 
distance from the Earth to the 
moon. 

Between now and late Oc¬ 
tober, when the mission is 
slated to end, Wright estimates 
the observatory will find a 
hundred thousand asteroids, 
mostly in the main belt, and 
hundreds of near Earth objects. 



Junior Chamber International 
(JCI) is a worldwide organiza¬ 
tion known for its dynamic ac¬ 
tive youngsters between the 
age of 18 and 40, who share 
the belief that to achieve posi¬ 
tive changes you must take 
collective actions to progress, 
not only individually but also 
as a community. JCI has con¬ 
sist of some 5,000 organiza¬ 
tions in over 100 countries 
with some 200,000 members. 
The organization does not dis¬ 
criminate race, religion, educa¬ 
tion, nor social or financial 
status. JCI is open to all youth 
interested to develop in devel¬ 
oping themselves more. 

The mission of the organi¬ 
zation is to provide the oppor¬ 
tunity for development which 
empowers people to achieve 
positive changes. Their vision 
is to be a global network to 
guide the active youth. 

JCI offers its members 
trainings in different branches 
i.e. parliament procedures, 


how to plan and execute proj¬ 
ects, how to talk in public, 
courses in debates, executive 
management and much more. 
It also offers its members the 
opportunity to work on proj¬ 
ects and put into practice what 
they have learned. By doing 
this they learn teamwork by 
combining the expertise of 
each member to achieve their 
final goal. Each member gains 
the opportunity to take respon¬ 
sibility in a board of directors. 
This board is elected in a dem¬ 
ocratic way. For the year 2010 
JCI Aruba Female is guided by 
members Ingela Lacle (Presi¬ 
dent) Darlene Van Der Biezen 
(Vice President), Lisandra 
Tromp (Secretary, and Loufran 
Tromp (Treasurer). 

JCI Aruba Female will be 
organizing different activities 
during the year such as train¬ 
ings, lectures, fundraising proj¬ 
ects, social activities, general 
and supervisory meetings. The 
club will also host the Dutch 


Caribbean Junior Chamber 
which will be attending the 
Midyear Meeting, to take place 
June 18 and 19, 2010. During 
the meeting members of the 
Antillean and Aruban chapters 
will get together for meetings 
and make decisions for the 
months and years ahead. They 
will also promote the Area 
Conference which will take 
place in May in Argentina and 
the World Congress which will 
take place in November in 
Japan. 

Another goal for this year is 
to give more Aruban young¬ 
sters the necessary tools to be¬ 
come leaders in our com¬ 
munity. This month was pro¬ 
claimed month of new mem¬ 
bers. In the following weeks 
there will be different activities 
to give youngsters information 
of the JCI organization. 

JCI Aruba Female encour¬ 
ages all youngster to stay pend¬ 
ing. For more information, call 
at tel. 593-5131 or 742-7950. 



The White House gate¬ 
crashers are going to be 
on reality TV, according 
to the Daily Beast. Tareq 
and Michaele Salahi, the 
couple who made their 
way into President 
Obama's first State Din¬ 
ner, will be the focus of 
Bravo's "The Real House¬ 
wives of D.C." when it 
premieres in July. 

The Bravo cameras 
were already filming the 
Salahis during the White 
House incident last No¬ 
vember, and until now it 
hasn't been clear whether 
Tareq and Michaele Salahi the network would edit 


the couple out of the series be¬ 
fore airdate. 

But Bravo has ultimately 
decided to put the Salahis in 
the forefront of the action. The 
Salihis will be doing the pro¬ 
motional circuit to promote 
"The Real Housewives of 
D.C." closer to the premiere, 
including an already scheduled 
appearance with Matt Lauer on 
"Today" on May 27. 

Also in the works: A Salahi 
tell-all book. "People will be 
surprised when the truth about 
the Salahis is finally told," the 
Salahis' literary agent, Shar- 
lene Martin, told the Beast. 
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TOONS 




CALVIN and HOBBES 


PICKLES 



MOMMA 



CROSSWORD 



CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Imitator 
5 Wading bird 
9 “That’s 
ridiculous!" 

14 Libertine, like 
Casanova 

15 Slam_ 

(sure thing, 
especially in 
basketball) 

16 Chopin 
exercise 

17 Measure of 
firewood 

18 _500 Race 

19 Fits of wrath 

20 Someone who 
moves at a 
snail's pace 

22 Dense 
woodland 

23 Highly excited 
(2 words) 

24 Crossword entry 
(abbr.) 

25 _Hawkins 

Day 

28 Lunch or 
dinner 

30 On_with 

(equal to; 

2 words) 


34 Move rapidly 
and with great 
force 

36 Where 
the United 
Nations 
headquarters 
is (abbr.) 

37 Musical 
tone 

38 Singer_ 

Brickell 

39 Audio 
complement 

41 Per_(by 

the day) 

42 Singer with 
star quality 

43 Before, 
poetically 

44 Capital of 
the Bahamas 

46 Observed 

47 Used the 
doorbell 

49 Features of 
wineglasses 

50 Period 

52 Use crayons 


54 Dances that 
originated in 
Cuba 

57 Later parts of 
the day 

61 Doctoral tests 

62 “What’s the 

big_ r 

63 Type of moss 

64 Debate topic 

65 Cigarette 
byproducts 

66 Roof 
overhang 

67 Minnesota 
claims to 
have 10,000 
of them 

68 “Auld 

Lang_* 

69 Eject, as lava 

DOWN 

1 Circle 
sections 

2 Game requiring 
a cuestick 

3 It replaced the 
lira in 2002 


4 “The Fourth" 
colors 

(4 words) 

5 Dunderhead 

6 Foolish talk 

7 “The Fourth" 

(2 words) 

8 Upper 
atmosphere 

9 Evita’s surname 

10 “The Fourth” 
design 

(3 words) 

11 Enormous 

12 Sidewalk 
stand drinks 

13 Leader to 
the first trick 
in most bridge 
columns 

21 Banana eater’s 
discard 

22 The 

Maltese _ 

25 Storage 
buildings 

26 Actor_ 

Murphy of old 
war films 


27 Get behind the 
wheel 

29 Buccaneer’s 
affirmative 

31 Self-confidence 

32 Col. “Hannibal" 
Smith’s TV 
group 

(hyphenated) 

33 Romulus’s twin 

35 Turns inside out 

40 Roth_ 

(nest egg) 

45 “...for unto us 

_is given" 

(2 words) 

48 Rule 

51 Desert 
stopovers 

53 Rent 

54 Stir up 

55 _Major 

(“bear" 

constellation) 

56 Superhero’s 
secret identity 
preserver 

58 One of the tides 

59 Donated 

60 Do a slow 
bum 

62 _a 

Wonderful Life 


July Celebration 

#67 





DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


March 27 - April 2 

O’Stad: “Botica Fergusonstraat," San Nic.: “Botica Seroe Preto” 


Center for Hemodialysis 


Posada Clinic Aruba 

Important 1 <7 

Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

Telephone^! \ 


Numbers \ 

INFORMATION 


Telephone 118 

\ 

HOSPITAL 

Twelve Step Meetings 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Tel.587-4300 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 


Free treatment of 

EMERGENCY 

Alcoholism 

Telephone 911 

and Drug Addiction 

POLICE HDQS 

Anonymity guaranteed 

Telephone 100 

Tel. 584-5440 



TAXI 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

C.V. TAS 

Telephone Helpline 

587-1998,587-5900 

583-1190 

In Oranjestad: 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

582-5447 

CAS MARIE 

In San Nicolas 

Alzheimer’s Day 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

Care Center 

professional taxi services 

Tel: 5696910 

Tel. 588-0035 


Sudoku 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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AT&T sees $1 billion 
healthcare related charge 


NEW YORK CITY - AT&T 
Inc said yesterday it would 
record a $1 billion non-cash 
charge for the current quarter 
related to the new healthcare 
reform law signed by President 
Barack Obama this week. 

AT&T’s charge appeared to 
be the largest in a series of 
charges announced by U.S. 
companies this week. 

The operator, whose annual 
revenue is expected to be 
$124.1 billion this year, said 
the charge is the result of a 
provision in the law related to 
the tax treatment of Medicare 
subsidies. 

As a result of the legisla¬ 
tion, the company, which 
ended 2009 with 282,000 em¬ 


ployees, said it will be evaluat¬ 
ing prospective changes to the 
health care benefits it offers to 
employees at retirees. 

Under the health care over¬ 
haul which have large ranks of 
retirees, the company can no 
longer deduct from their taxes 
the subsidies paid by the fe¬ 
deral government for retiree 
drug benefits. 

AT&T, the biggest U.S. 
telephone company, declined 
to comment beyond its state¬ 
ment filed with the U.S. Secu¬ 
rities and Exchange Commi¬ 
ssion when asked whether the 
new law would create any 
more changes beyond the first 
quarter. 


DSB bankruptcy pressures 
ABN Amro 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands — The collapse of inde¬ 
pendent bank DSB cost 
nationalised bank ABN Amro 
€100m in contributions to¬ 
wards the compensation fund, 
ABN Amro said yesterday. 

And the separation process 
from the consortium which 
bought the bank in 2007 and 
the integration with Fortis 
added another €106m to the 



q^Firrfiafn fTlTte 


CURRENCY 


bank's one-off costs, the bank 
said at the presentation of its 
2009 results. 

ABN Amro posted a loss of 
€117m last year 

'2009 was a year with many 
challenges,' said CEO Gerrit 
Zalm in a statement. 'Revenues 
and margins were under pres¬ 
sure due to difficult market 
conditions and loan impair¬ 
ments rose to new highs. 

'Excluding the separation 
and integration costs and 
charges for the Dutch deposit 
guarantee scheme, a net profit 
of €114m would have been re¬ 
alised.' 

The formal separation of 
ABN Amro from the consor¬ 
tium is due to take place on 
April 1. 

This 'will represent a new 
starting point for the bank and 
will enable us to start building 
a strong, solid bank, which 
combines the best of ABN 
Amro and Fortis Nederland,' 
Zalm said. 


Greece backstop should stabilize euro 


BRUSSELS, Belgium - Euro¬ 
pean leaders yesterday said 
their hard-won deal to rescue 
debt-ridden Greece after 
months of bitter wrangling will 
help calm jittery markets and 
stabilize the euro. 

The deal would provide in¬ 
dividual loans from other euro¬ 


zone countries and funding 
from the International Mone¬ 
tary Fund. 

However, it sets out strict 
conditions, saying it could 
only be used as a last resort, 
and requires unanimous agree¬ 
ment of all eurozone members. 



E LSA del. mar 

Weeks 11 & 12 

Room 1414 
Corner room facing 
pool and ocean 

582-7000 ext 1414 

or E-mail ron1617@aol.com 
Phone 718-892-2343 
after 3/27 


Here it is...the simple system that can 
grow your business 100%! 



Hi, I am Ken Varga. I want to 
share with you some of the 
ideas, strategies, and principles 
that allowed me to build 35 
businesses during my career. 

By earnestly applying the 
ideas, you will learn how you 
too can build your business to 
success, while living an unhur¬ 
ried life, filled with family, 
friends, fun and a relaxed atti- 
tud. 

In the last tip, I gave you an 
example of a bank who hired 
me to consult for them. 

Even though the loan offi¬ 
cers had a 96% closing rate on 
getting appointments, I still 
had to devise something that 
created their Unique Selling 
Proposition. 

After many hours, and I do 
mean many hours of contem¬ 
plating this, I finally had the 
answer. 

For those of you who have 
purchased my book, “How to 
Get Customers to Call, Buy, 
and Beg for More”, you will 
remember that I gave an exam¬ 
ple of my consulting business 
card. 

The card is cut on the right 
bottom corner, and says, turn 
over. 


Well, I did a similar card for 
the bank’s loan officers. 

On the back of the bank’s 
business card it says, “In the 
business of friendly and supe¬ 
rior banking services and quar¬ 
terly seminars to help you get 
more customers and grow your 
business.” 

Wow! 

What Bank does that for its 
customers? 

But then I had another 
problem. How are they going 
to do that on a quarterly basis? 

So I created my Teachers 
and Student Manuals. 

But, to make it more effec¬ 
tive, I had them send the invi¬ 
tations to the client with two 
tickets, stating that the second 
ticket was to be used to bring a 
non-customer as a guest to the 
seminar. 

When the non-customer 
guests arrived at the seminar, 
guess what thoughts went 
through their minds? 

“My Bank doesn’t do this 
for me. I should look into 
switching my banking to this 
bank.” 

Great? 

If you sell business-to-busi- 
ness, or do seminars on a Host- 
Beneficiary basis, you can use 
these two items I mentioned. 

You can purchase my book 
on a volume discount, and use 
the Teachers and Student Man¬ 
uals, to glue your customers to 
your company, so that they 
will never think of leaving you 
for the competition. 

You can probably think of 
other ways to accomplish this. 
However, using my book and 
manuals will make the process 
much easier and quicker. 

We also developed a direct 
mail piece to send out to the 
businesses who weren’t the 


bank’s customers yet. 

I’ve also done the same 
process above with insurance 
agencies, where the agencies 
created their business cards the 
same way, and did the quar¬ 
terly seminars for their busi¬ 
ness customers. 

Some of them have re¬ 
ported a 100% increase in their 
business as a result of using 
this system. 

So think of ways that you 
might capitalize on this con¬ 
cept. 

The whole idea is to use di¬ 
rect mail to open the door, so 
that you can tell your story 
about how the prospect can 
benefit from your product or 
service. 

But do it in an unusual 
way.. .a way that no one else is 
currently using 

In the next tip, I’m going to 
go over the other ways in 
which I generated new cus¬ 
tomers for this bank, and the 
many other ways that the sys¬ 
tem has helped the bank grow. 

I will write a short version 
of the letters I used to bring in 
new customers who have re¬ 
cently moved into the neigh¬ 
borhood, parents of newborns, 
and senior citizens. 

See you then. 

To your success, 

Ken Varga 

Ph: 888-682-2596; Fax: 888- 
682-2597 

Email: ken@kenvarga.com 
Website: www.kenvarga. 

com 

...helping businesses in¬ 
crease customer acquisition 
by up to 32.7% in as little as 
3 to 6 months, and increase 
customer retention by up to 
90%. 


WTO chief: World trade to grow 9.5% in 2010 


GENEVA, Switzerland 
World trade is expected to 
grow 9.5 percent in 2010, after 
suffering its biggest collapse 
since World War II in 2009, the 
head of the World Trade Or¬ 
ganisation Pascal Lamy said 
yesterday. 

"Our economists are fore¬ 


casting a world trade growth 
for 2010 of 9.5 percent with 
developing countries' trade 
growing 11 percent and indus¬ 
trialized countries' trade grow¬ 
ing by 7.5 percent," the WTO 
director-general said. 

"This means that trade- 
wise, there is light at the end 


of the tunnel and it's certainly 
a good forecast, good news 
for the world economy," he 
added. 

World trade plunged 12 
percent in 2009 due to a "sharp 
contraction in global demand" 
during the economic crisis. 
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Could Abba be ready for a one-off 
reunion? 



Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductees from Abba Anni-Frid 
Lyngstad (R) smiles as Benny Andersson speaks backstage 
during the 25th annual Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York, March 


15,2010 

LONDON, England - Swe¬ 
dish supergroup Abba may 
perform again nearly 30 years 
after they split, the former 
male members of the band 
hinted yesterday. 

The group, one of the most 
successful in history, has en¬ 
joyed continued fame since 
breaking up in 1982, thanks to 
tribute bands mimicking their 
satin outfits and easy-listening 
music and lyrics. 

They attracted new fans re¬ 
cently with the musical 


"Mamma Mia!" which was 
turned into a film. 

But they have persistently 
shunned the chance to regroup, 
turning down as much as 1 bil¬ 
lion dollars to tour again in 
2000. 

However Benny Andersson 
and Bjorn Ulvaeus told The 
Times newspaper that an inti¬ 
mate one-off performance that 
could be screened around the 
world could be a possibility. 

"Yeah, why not?" said An¬ 
dersson, who now owns a farm 


where he breeds horses. 

"I don't know if the girls 
sing anything any more," he 
added. "I know Frida was in 
the studio." 

He added later: "It's not a 
bad idea, actually." 

Ulvaeus said: "We could 
sing 'The Way Old Folks Do,"' 
in a reference to one of their 
"Super Trouper" album songs. 

Observers have always 
thought too many barriers exis¬ 
ted to the band reforming, in¬ 
cluding the reclusive lifestyle 
of the blonde female member 
Agnetha Faltskog. 

Andersson and Ulvaeus 
have responded negatively in 
the past too. Two years ago Ul¬ 
vaeus said: "We will never ap¬ 
pear on stage again. There is 
no motivation to regroup. 
Money is not a factor and we 
would like people to remember 
us as we were — young, exu¬ 
berant, full of energy and am¬ 
bition." 

Lyngstad married a German 
prince and lives in the Swiss 
Alps. She is thought to be re¬ 
latively amenable to a reunion, 
the newspaper said. 

Ulvaeus and Andersson are 
currently promoting their mu¬ 
sical "Kristina" which opens in 
London on April 14. 


D'oh! - Simpsons grunt has global clout 



LONDON, England - "D'oh!" 
— the grunt of frustration used 
by Homer Simpson — is the 
phrase from "The Simpsons" 
which has had the most impact 
on the English language, an in¬ 
ternational survey of transla¬ 
tors showed recently. 

Other expressions made fa¬ 
mous by the US animated se¬ 
ries since its launch two 
decades ago include "crapta- 
cular," "eat my shorts" and the 
dismissive "Meh," according 


to the survey of 320 linguists. 

"Cheese-eating surrender 
monkeys" — which gained cur¬ 
rency as a description of the 
French by US critics during the 
2003 invasion of Iraq — is also 
among phrases which have en¬ 
tered the global lexicon via the 
small screen. 

The survey, which consi¬ 
dered which words or phrases 
from the "The Simpsons" have 
had an impact on the English 
language, was based on an¬ 


swers from translators working 
around the world for a Lon- 
don-based translation agency. 

The results were as follows: 

- 37%: "D'oh!" - a grunt ex¬ 
pressing frustration at realising 
that things have gone wrong, 
or that one has just said or 
done something foolish. 

-13%: "introubulate - to get 
someone into trouble. 

- 11% "craptacular" - spec¬ 
tacularly crap. 

- 10%: "eat my shorts" - a 
dismissive insult. 

- 9%: "knowitallism" - de¬ 
scribes Lisa Simpson's person¬ 
ality. 

- 7%: "embiggen" - to en¬ 
large or empower. 

- 6%: "meh" - an interjec¬ 
tion, suggesting deep indiffer¬ 
ence. 

- 4%: "learning juice" - 
beer. 

- 3%: "cheese-eating sur¬ 
render monkeys" — the French. 

- 1%: "kwyjibo" - word 
made up by Homer Simpson to 
win Scrabble game. Defined as 
"a big dumb balding Northern 
American ape with no chin." 

"Homer Simpson must be 
the most influential wordsmith 
since Shakespeare," said Jurga 
Zilinskiene, head of Today 
Translations, which carried out 
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Saturday 


Simon Cowell to receive 
International Emmy 
Award 



NEW YORK (AP)- Simon 
Cowell will receive the 2010 
International Emmy Founders 
Award for his work in televi¬ 
sion. 

The 50-year-old recording 
executive and TV personality 
is a judge on Fox network's 
"American Idol." He's also 
known for the "Got Talent" 
and "X Factor" franchises. 

International Academy 
President Bruce Paisner says 
Cowell "has built an interna¬ 
tional empire and in so doing 
has changed the face of televi- 



International Emmy Foun¬ 
ders Award 


sion around the world." 

Cowell will receive the 
award at a New York gala on 
Nov. 22. He said in a statement 
Thursday that he's "delighted," 
and has been "very lucky to be 
able to make shows that I 



Open Monday - Friday 9 a,m, -12,30 p,m. 

& Saturday - Sunday 10:00 a.m, - 3:00 p.m. 
Information: 593-2933 - 584-1063 - 569-8232 
www* a r u ba n don key, org 
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Death of coral reefs could devastate 
nations 



Undated photo, provided by the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), shows a healthy coral reef in St. Croix, US Virgin Islands. 


WEST PALM BEACH, Flo¬ 
rida (AP) - Coral reefs are 
dying, and scientists and gov¬ 
ernments around the world are 
contemplating what will hap¬ 
pen if they disappear alto¬ 
gether. 

The idea positively scares 
them. 

Coral reefs are part of the 
foundation of the ocean food 
chain. Nearly half the fish the 
world eats make their homes 
around them. Hundreds of mil¬ 
lions of people worldwide — 
by some estimates, 1 billion 
across Asia alone — depend 
on them for their food and their 
livelihoods. 

If the reefs vanished, experts 
say, hunger, poverty and politi¬ 
cal instability could ensue. 

"Whole nations will be 
threatened in terms of their 
existence," said Carl Gustaf 
Lundin of the International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature. 

Numerous studies predict 
coral reefs are headed for ex¬ 
tinction worldwide, largely be¬ 
cause of global warming, 
pollution and coastal develop¬ 
ment, but also because of dam¬ 
age from bottom-dragging 
fishing boats and the interna¬ 
tional trade in jewelry and sou¬ 
venirs made of coral. 

At least 19 percent of the 
world's coral reefs are already 
gone, including some 50 per¬ 
cent of those in the Caribbean. 
An additional 15 percent could 
be dead within 20 years, ac¬ 
cording to the National Ocea¬ 
nic and Atmospheric Admini¬ 
stration. Old Dominion Uni¬ 
versity professor Kent Carpen¬ 


ter, director of a worldwide 
census of marine species, 
warned that if global warming 
continues unchecked, all corals 
could be extinct within 100 
years. 

"You could argue that a 
complete collapse of the ma¬ 
rine ecosystem would be one 
of the consequences of losing 
corals," Carpenter said. "You 
are going to have a tremendous 
cascade effect for all life in the 
oceans." 

Exotic and colorful, coral 
reefs aren't lifeless rocks; they 
are made up of living creatures 
that excrete a hard calcium car¬ 
bonate exoskeleton. Once the 
animals die, the rocky struc¬ 
tures erode, depriving fish of 
vital spawning and feeding 
grounds. 

Experts say cutting back on 
carbon emissions to arrest ri¬ 
sing sea temperatures and aci¬ 
dification of the water, de¬ 
claring some reefs off limits to 
fishing and diving, and con¬ 
trolling coastal development 
and pollution could help re¬ 
verse, or at least stall, the tide. 

Florida, for instance, has 
the largest unbroken "no-take" 
zone in the continental U.S. — 
about 140 square miles off li¬ 
mits to fishing in and around 
Dry Tortugas National Park, a 
cluster of islands and reefs 
teeming with marine life about 
70 miles off Key West. 

If reefs were to disappear, 
commonly consumed species 
of grouper and snapper could 
become just memories. Oys¬ 
ters, clams and other creatures 
that are vital to many people's 
diets would also suffer. And 


experts say commercial fish¬ 
eries would fail miserably at 
meeting demand for seafood. 

"Fish will become a luxury 
good," said Cassandra deY¬ 
oung of the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 
"You already have a billion 
people who are facing hunger, 
and this is just going to aggra¬ 
vate the situation," she added. 
"We will not be able to main¬ 
tain food security around the 
world." 

The economic damage 
could be enormous. Ocean 
fisheries provide direct em¬ 
ployment to at least 38 million 
people worldwide, with an ad¬ 
ditional 162 million people in¬ 
directly involved in the 
industry, according to the U.N. 

Coral reefs draw scuba 
divers, snorkelers and other 
tourists to seaside resorts in 
Florida, Hawaii, Southeast 
Asia and the Caribbean and 
help maintain some of the 
world's finest sandy beaches 
by absorbing energy from 
waves. Without the reefs, ho¬ 
tels, restaurants and other busi¬ 
nesses that cater to tourists 
could suffer financially. 

Many Caribbean countries 
get nearly half their gross na¬ 
tional product from visitors 
seeking tropical underwater 
experiences. 

People all over the world 
could pay the price if reefs 
were to disappear, since some 
types of coral and marine 
species that rely on reefs are 
being used by the pharmaceu¬ 
tical industry to develop possi¬ 
ble cures for cancer, arthritis 
and viruses. 
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Bolivia eradicates coca crops 
amid local grumblings 



Bolivian soldiers destroy a coca plantation near La Asunta, 
Yungas, north of La Paz, Bolivia. 


LA ASUNTA, Bolivia - "Keep 
moving... keep moving!" Lieu¬ 
tenant Wilson Santos bellowed 
at 50 sweaty soldiers as they 
hacked their way up a hillside 
through a sea of coca plants in 
Bolivia's La Asunta region. 

The army's eradication 
campaign began earlier this 
month after La Paz decided to 
trim back the country's over¬ 
production of coca leaf, which 
can be processed into illegal 
cocaine or used for chewing or 
drinking in a centuries-old 
local tradition. 

The eradication program — 
the government calls it "ratio¬ 
nalization" — is supported by 
the United States, the chief 
destination of cocaine traffick¬ 
ing, but frowned upon by the 
locals, who watch their liveli¬ 
hood being cut down amid un¬ 
certainty over their future. 

The military hopes to slash 
5,000 to 8,000 hectares 
(12,000-20,000 acres) of coca 
plantations per year until the 
world's third-biggest producer 
reaches the legally sanctioned 
level of 12,000 hectares 
(29,500 acres). 

That's how much coca leaf 
the country needs for tradi¬ 
tional use as a mild stimulant 
either chewed or swallowed as 
an infusion, according to esti¬ 
mates. 

But harvesting coca leaf for 
the illegal drugs market is a lu¬ 
crative, mushrooming industry. 
Over 30,000 hectares are cur¬ 
rently devoted to coca cultiva¬ 
tion, the government said. 

In Sud Yungas province, at 
the foothills of the Andes some 
200 kilometers (120 miles) 
east of La Paz, much of the 


coca cultivation is deemed su¬ 
perfluous. 

The authorities say it is not 
a forced eradication campaign 
but one reached in agreement 
with coca growers who are of¬ 
fered substitute crops and gov¬ 
ernment investment in local 
infrastructure, including roads 
and sanitation. 

But the agreement is fragile 
and coca's bad reputation does 
not sit well with La Asunta's 
estimated 15,000 farmers, who 
mostly grow coca leaf for its 
yield of three crops a year, far 
more abundant than citrus fruit 
or coffee. 

Locals chafe when people 
say their coca is snorted up in 
foreign markets. They insist 
their plant has been used for 
thousands of years for chew¬ 
ing, drinking and in the reli¬ 
gious ceremonies of the 
indigenous Aymara. 

"This is a traditional coca- 
producing area. What we grow 
goes to the legal markets of La 
Paz. It's under control," said a 
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Curtis says Woods playing well, looked ‘nervous 


ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)—For 
players wondering what it 
will be like to play golf with 
Tiger Woods when he re¬ 
turns, Ben Curtis can speak 
from experience. 

Curtis, a member at Lake 
Nona, decided to practice at 
Isleworth two weeks ago and 
wound up playing 18 holes 
with Woods. 

“He was a bit rusty,” Cur¬ 
tis said with a grin. 

Several players have been 
asked if it will be awkward to 
first see Woods on the golf 
course or to play with him 
when he returns to golf in 
two weeks at the Masters, his 
first competition since reve¬ 
lations of a sex scandal made 
him tabloid fodder for 
months. 

“Everybody that tells you 
that it was the same as before 
would be kidding them¬ 


selves,” Curtis said Friday 
after a 67 left him in a tie for 
the lead at the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational. “It was obvi¬ 
ously a little bit different. 
When I saw him, no one had 
actually really seen him in 
public.” 

Curtis said he never really 
spent much time with Woods 
except for times they were in 
the same group. 

“I didn’t know him that 
well before, anyway,” Curtis 
said. “But I could see where 
some of the guys that might 
have known him pretty 
well—like Mark O’Meara— 
it might be a little bit different 
for them now than it was be¬ 
fore. But I don’t know. That’s 
hard to say. I try to just treat 
it as we are just going out 
there and playing golf and 
just having some fun.” 

Curtis said Woods ap¬ 


peared to be nervous, perhaps 
because it might have been 
his first time playing with a 
PGA Tour colleague. 

Wizards’ Arenas to 
spend 30 days in 
halfway house 

WASHINGTON - A judge 
has ordered suspended Wash¬ 
ington Wizards star Gilbert 
Arenas to spend 30 days in a 
halfway house on gun 
charges stemming from a 
locker-room confrontation 
with a teammate. 

Prosecutors had recom¬ 
mended that Arenas serve 
three months in jail. Defense 
attorneys argued Arenas did¬ 
n't deserve jail time for what 
they described as a mis¬ 
guided prank on teammate 
Javaris Crittenton. 

Arenas pleaded guilty to 
violating the city's gun laws 
in a Dec. 21 incident at Veri¬ 
zon Center. Following an ar¬ 
gument over an unpaid 
gambling debt, Arenas 
brought several guns to the 
Wizards' locker room and set 
them in front of Crittenton's 
locker with a sign telling him 
to "PICK 1." 

In court papers, prosecu¬ 
tors said Crittenton had legit¬ 
imate reason to believe 
Arenas' threat was genuine. 

McNabb isn’t so 
hot on Oakland 
or Buffalo 

Philadelphia Eagles QB 
Donovan McNabb told Andy 
Reid that he would prefer to 
stay in Philadelphia rather 
than be traded to either Oak¬ 
land or Buffalo, Adam 
Schefter reports. 

Both the Raiders and Bills 
have been rumored to be ex¬ 
ploring deals for the veteran 
quarterback. 

ESPN’s Sal Paolantonio 
reports that the market may 
be drying up for McNabb be¬ 
cause they asked too much 
for him earlier. 

The Eagles are said to 
want a top-42 draft pick for 
McNabb. 

On Thursday, McNabb 
told the Philadelphia Inquirer 
if he is headed for the trading 
block, he would prefer to be 
dealt to the Vikings, who are 
still awaiting word from Brett 
Favre(notes) on whether he 
will play in 2011. 
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m to EBB 

For kite lesson & lodging info call: (297) 733-1515 
www.kitesurfingaruba.com Next to Marriott Resort 
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how to train your dragon (Action/Adv.): A Viking teenager 
named Hiccup lives on the island of Berk, where fighting drag¬ 
ons is a way of life. The teen’s smarts and offbeat sense of 
humor don’t sit too well with his tribe or its chief... who just 
happens to be Hiccup’s father. However, when Hiccup is in¬ 
cluded in Dragon Training with the other Viking teens, he sees 
his chance to prove he has what it takes to be a fighter. 
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Le Petit Cafe 

Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar ' 

Located at: Playa Linda Beach Resort Tel. 586-4046 


CePe*/^ nly $2l.S0 


Romancing the Stone at Le Petit Cafe 


American 


Monday thru Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached), with bacon 
link sausage, potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 

All you care to eat $ 9.95 

NOT VALID WITH OTHER PROMOTIONAL OFFERS OR COUPONS 


BRING THIS AD TO RECEIVE 


On the road to 2010 FIFA World 
Cup South Africa 

Verbeek reveals travel weariness 


Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar 

Every Day From 5-7 p.m. 


Lemon Chicken Breast 
or 

Petit Filet Mignon 
or 

Filet of Grouper 

All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT STONE 
Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


Small Salad 
or 

Soup of the Day 


ICE CREAM 
Chocolate 
or 

Vanilla 



Australia boss Pim Verbeek 
has revealed he turned down 
the chance to extend his con¬ 
tract beyond the FIFA World 
Cup™ because of the ex¬ 
hausting demands of the job. 
Verbeek announced on Mon¬ 
day that he will leave the post 
he took in December 2007. 
He has guided the Socceroos 
to this summer's finals in 
South Africa as well as next 
January's Asian Cup in Qatar. 

However, the constant 
travelling associated with the 
position was the main reason 
behind his decision to leave 
in the summer, according to 
the 54-year-old Dutchman. 
"Being Socceroos coach is 
one of the hardest jobs in the 
world, without a doubt," he 
wrote in Australia's Daily 
Telegraph. "Why? Try clock¬ 
ing up almost one million 
kilometres of travel in two 
and a half years. That's what 


my staff say my itinerary has 
been, and I believe it. 

"The job can also be of 
one the best. You are sur¬ 
rounded by fantastic people 
and work with some unbe¬ 
lievably dedicated players. 
But nothing can prepare you 
for the sheer quantity of 
travel and the broad focus of 
the job. 

"When I took the job I 
quite rightly committed to 
spending a certain amount of 
time in Australia to get to 
know the A-League and its 
players and immerse myself 
in the Australian culture. But 
when you also have to con¬ 
sider those who are playing 
everywhere from the UK to 
Japan, it can become hard to 
know where you are at the 
start of each day. 

"Being away so much also 
takes its toll on your family, 
especially after nearly 30 
years coaching around the 
world. When the FFA talked 
to me about the future, they 
made it clear they were think¬ 
ing long-term - through to the 
next World Cup. Seeing 
through four years, coupled 
with being so far from my 
friends and family, meant I 
couldn't say yes." 

The former South Korea 


World Cup stadiums get FIFA approval 
- officials 


JOHANNESBURG - World 
Cup organisers said on Friday 
that South Africa's stadiums 
have passed FIFA's final in¬ 
spection, 76 days before the 
opening match of the world 
football championship. 

"The final tour is now 
complete and we can say 
with confidence that we have 
delivered on our promise of 
10 world-class stadiums," 
World Cup organising com¬ 


mittee CEO Danny Jordaan 
said in a statement. 

South Africa built five 
new stadiums and renovated 
five existing ones ahead of 
the June 11-July 11 tourna¬ 
ment, spending more than 1.3 
billion dollars (one billion 
euros). 

The stadium projects were 
plagued by early worker 
strikes and budgets that 
soared beyond initial projec- 


Patrick looking for more 
good fortune in St. Pete 


coach elevated Australia to 
their highest-ever FIFA rank¬ 
ing of 14th in September 2009. 
His record currently stands at 
15 wins, eight draws and four 
defeats in 27 matches but Ver¬ 
beek revealed he is not keen 
on another job either with a 
national team or in Asia. 

Honduras coach 
may quit over 
unpaid bonus 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — Honduras coach 
Reinaldo Rueda hints he may 
quit if he and his World Cup- 
bound team are not paid a 
$1.3 million bonus promised 
by the country's soccer feder¬ 
ation for qualifying. 

Rafael Leonardo Callejas, 
president of the Honduran fed¬ 
eration, has acknowledged the 
players and staff are owed the 
money and says he's hoping to 
make the payment within a 
week. He has not explained 
why the payment is late. 

Honduras has three 
friendly matches in May and 
June in Europe before travel¬ 
ing to South Africa to play in 
Group H with Spain, Chile 
and Switzerland. 



tions as the rand took a hit on 
the foreign exchange market. 

But Jordaan said the stadi¬ 
ums are now nearly ready. 

"The only remaining is¬ 
sues are questions such as 
parking for team buses, final¬ 
ising security arrangements 
and posting signs to direct 
fans," he said. 

"What we are looking at 
now is just the final detail." 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
Danica Patrick once had a 
saying about expectations. 
She wasn’t willing to reveal 
the exact wording, other than 
saying it included an off¬ 
color sentiment. 

Bluntly, she’s not a big 
fan. 

Nonetheless, expectations 
follow Patrick everywhere 
she goes, the byproduct that 
comes with being one of the 
most popular drivers in the 
world, regardless of gender. 
And they’ll be with her again 
Sunday at the Honda Grand 
Prix, when Patrick will try to 
snap a run of disappointing 
finishes that have dogged her 
so far in 2010, starting with 
NASCAR’s Nationwide Se¬ 
ries and now in the Indy Rac¬ 
ing League. 

“Expectations are 
never mind,” Patrick said Fri¬ 
day. “Expectations are al¬ 
ways a problem. Like you 
say, everybody wants to go 
out there and win every time 
and that’s the problem. I 
think that’s why we get dis¬ 
appointed, why drivers aren’t 
happy unless they win, be¬ 
cause we’re all expecting to 
win. That’s what we want to 
do out there.” 

The results would say she 
hasn’t been close this year. 

Patrick, who turned 28 on 
Thursday, sees things a bit 
differently. 

Patrick didn’t finish better 
than 31 st in any of her three 
Nationwide Series appear¬ 
ances, and when she opened 


the IndyCar season two 
weeks ago in Brazil, she was 
15th in a 24-car field. 

She seems undeterred. 

“You know, I think I’ve 
just caught unlucky breaks. 
That’s all,” Patrick said. “And 
some of the times, I haven’t 
been fast either. Hopefully 
we’ll change that this week¬ 
end and be quick and, you 
know, catch a break.” 

If a break is going to 
come, it might happen for her 
in St. Petersburg. 

Patrick has recorded three 
top-10 finishes on the 1.8- 
mile street circuit, and was 
well in line for a fourth last 
year before a wreck ruined 
both her day and her hopes. 
She was running ninth when 
then-rookie Raphael Matos 
tried to pass as the two cars 
went into one of the tightest 
turns on the 14-turn tempo¬ 
rary course. 

“I felt very comfortable,” 
Patrick said. 

Not for long, she didn’t, 
thanks to a rookie blunder: 
They crashed, 31 laps into the 
100-lap event. Patrick fin¬ 
ished 19th, Matos 20th. 

“Everything was going to 
work out just fine,” Patrick 
said. “It was a bummer.” 

In some respects, so were 
Friday’s practice sessions. An 
issue with a throttle cable 
kept her off the track for 
some of the morning, and 
Patrick said afterward that 
she felt like she needs to get 
as many laps as possible to 
get ready for Sunday. She 
wasn’t among the leaders in 
the afternoon practice, either. 

So there’s a certain irony 
in that Patrick is looking for 
a jump-start to 2010 on a 
street course, when she 
makes no secret of the fact 
that she prefers ovals. 

“I’ve never beat around 
the bush on this one: I don’t 
think it’s the greatest place 
for us to display excitement 
for the fans,” Patrick said. 
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Saturday, March 27th, from Newark, New Jersey 
Time: 10:00 PM (ET), 7:00 PM (PT) 
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Located within the RIU PALACE HOTEL 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 79 Palm Beach - Ph. (297) 528-0993 


Casa Matias 

Jot all qcut golf} equipment 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Great assortment of ladies 
Shoes and Shirts 

Jfi.i 


’ 




Callaway • Taylor Made • Wilson 
Ping • Adidas 


Vondellaan z/n - Tel. 582- 1166 


UFC111: Hardy looks for historic UFC upset, Mir focused 
on Carwin, not Lesnar 


NEW JERSEY— UFC wel¬ 
terweight contender Dan 
Hardy (23-6 MMA, 4-0 
UFC) holds the distinction of 
being the second biggest un¬ 
derdog in the path of domi¬ 
nant champion Georges 
St-Pierre (19-2 MMA, 14-2 
UFC). But the British fighter 
feels he's one left hook away 
from leaving handicappers in 
ruin. 

St-Pierre has dominated 
every recent challenger put in 
front of him with a masterful 
mix of nimble stand-up and 
takedown artistry considered 
to be the prototype of MMA's 
future fighters. He's already 
beaten the challengers con¬ 
sidered most worthy of his 
crown. 

But here Dan Hardy 
stands, a reminder of the not- 
too-distant time he faltered in 
competition and took an op¬ 


ponent lightly. 

Hardy and St-Pierre clash 
at the soldout UFC 111 event 
on Saturday as the Fas Vegas- 
based Zuffa, EEC attempts 
for the second time to show 
the Empire State what they're 
missing out on. The ban on 
the sport is 13 years old while 
the legions of its fans have in¬ 
creased exponentially. 

Hardy famously trained 
with St-Pierre's most recent 
conqueror, former champion 
Matt Serra, for the fight, 
though he's a completely dif¬ 
ferent animal. If there was 
anyone that has the paper cre¬ 
dentials to defeat St. Pierre on 
his feet, it's him. He has the 
solid stand-up fundamentals 
to give the champion a lot of 
problems if the fight stays 
there. 

He's feeling a left hook to 
win the upset, like he did 


against Rory Markham at 
UFC 95. 

"I don't think he's invinci¬ 
ble," Hardy said of the cham¬ 
pion. "I see ways he can be 
beaten, and I plan on doing 
it." 

St-Pierre, meanwhile, 
looks to erase the memory of 
his UFC 69 defeat with a rout 
of his fourth challenger. 

Hardy's primary weapons 
are jiu jitsu and kickboxing. 
His ground game is rooted 
with jiu-jitsu guru Eddie 
Bravo, who's primary contri¬ 
bution to the grappling world 
is the rubber-guard position, 
a move often misunderstood 
for its function and capability 
in a full-fledged fight. 

There are few who utilize 
it offensively when a 
wrestling-based fighter has 
top position and rains down 
punishment. 

Maybe Hardy is that guy, 
and maybe he's not. He's 
never even faced a fighter 
close to the level of a wrestler 
that St-Pierre is, and he does¬ 
n't have the wrestling pedi¬ 
gree that's needed to stop the 
high-level seasoning the 
champion has undergone in 
his rise to the top. 

But as Hardy says, you 
can't lift muscle with your 
chin. All the fancy, Ivan 
Drago-esque training that St- 


Pierre does will not help him 
when a shot hits the few areas 
of the skull that expose 
nerves that shut the brain 
down. 

"I'm not scared of Dan 
Hardy, no matter what," St- 
Pierre said of Hardy. 

St-Pierre is nothing if not 
very, very methodical in his 
attack and will likely do the 
same to Hardy as he did to 
Alves. He's not scared be¬ 
cause he simply has more 
tools in his arsenal. He's 
trained with high-level train¬ 
ers in kickboxing, boxing, 
jiu-jitsu and wrestling for 
much longer than the British 
welterweight. 

"I'm a martial artist; he's 
not," St-Pierre famously said 
of Hardy. 

What he's really saying: I 
do this for a living. You're 
just a tourist. 

Mir gives up the Lesnar 
ghost? 

Former UFC heavyweight 
champion Frank Mir (13-4 
MMA, 11-4 UFC) said he's 
moved on from an obsession 
with fighting current cham¬ 
pion Brock Lesnar, who bested 
him this past July and left him 
to stew in defeat as Lesnar re¬ 
covered from a life-threaten¬ 
ing bout of diverticulitis. 

Unfortunately, the contro¬ 
versy over Mir's recent com¬ 


ments about Lesnar have 
managed to overshadow 
much of the traditional fight 
build-up for his next chal¬ 
lenge. Mir, committing 
MMA's biggest faux pas, said 
he wanted to beat Lesnar so 
badly that it'd be the first 
death in the octagon. But 
with UFC 111, he has tried to 
convince fans he's ready to 
move on with his career with 
a decisive performance 
against Shane Carwin (11-0 
MMA, 3-0 UFC), which is 
his second shot at an interim 
heavyweight title. 

Since the firestorm, Mir 
has calmly tried to refocus 
UFC fans. 

"Shane's a very dangerous 
opponent," Mir said. "I'm 
very focused on him. Hon¬ 
estly, I've kind of let go of the 
whole idea of fighting Brock 
afterward. If it works out, it 
works out. Obviously, I have 
the same hunger to compete 
against him, but I have the 
same hunger to compete 
against Cain Velasquez. I’d 
say the same about (Junior) 
Dos Santos. Todd Duffee, I 
train with him. He's a tough, 
tough guy. I have the same 
hunger to fight them as Brock 
inside of me." 

Of course, if he wins, a 
shot at Lesnar is all but cer¬ 
tain for UFC 116 in July. 
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